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This newsletter remains one of our key platforms to keep the people of Mopani informed about programmes 
implemented by the Municipality.  

The lockdown has of course presented a daunting challenge.  We have however adapted to the new normal.  
We have been able to optimally utilize other available communication platforms to consistently communicate 
activities of government at this level.  Many people are now following our activities on our Facebook Page.  

We write to you on the backdrop of yet another eventful quarter in which we have seen the Executive Mayor 
engage with the people of Mopani through the mayoral imbizo programme.  And to borrow from his words, we 
are a democratic local government, therefore the Imbizo is an opportunity for us to engage with the public in the 
implementation of the medium term strategic framework (our programme of action espoused through the IDP), 
which is centered around the ultimate goal of improving the lives of people around the district. 

We are building towards the launch of the District Development Model, which is about consolidating the plans of 
all spheres of government and the private sector into the district space to ensure that we fast-track issues of 
service provision to the people.  

We still invite members of the public to engage with us on how best we can make our communications platforms 
more interactive.  It is only through engagements that we are able to get a sense of where we need to improve as 
a municipality, especially on the information needs of our people.  



e are concluding the third quarter of the 2020/21 financial year 
– this on the backdrop of our ongoing battle against the Wcoronavirus pandemic.  We are of course observing a decline 

in the number of infections recorded in the district.  But, we are also 
warned of the possible third wave.  Therefore, we should remain vigilant.  
We must continue to do the right things such as wearing of masks, 
practising social distancing and washing our hands with soap and water 
or sanitizing.  

We should at the same time acknowledge the progress made by 
government in the rollout of the vaccine programme.  

On behalf of the leadership collective, we wish to express our heartfelt 
appreciation to the brave frontline workers who continue to be of great 
service to the people of our district.  It is indeed because of their selfless 
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sacrifices that we were able to save many lives in our district and across the country.

We are just a few weeks away from the launch of the new District Development Model.  We have done a lot of 
work in reaching out to various sectors to ensure the launch is a success.   Recently, we had a successful 
engagement with the private sector.  In the main, the session was about lobbying the private sector for buy-in, 
which is very key if the Model is to be implemented successfully here in the district.  

The active participation by the private sector is very important because the socio-economic profiling of the 
district should be constituted also by programmes and projects from the private sector for maximum impact 
across the district.  And we said during that engagement that the private sector should occupy the space and 
begin to play a prominent role in influencing government spending.  

Through our joint efforts, we will be able to move the informal economy which is led largely by the black majority 
from the periphery to the centre, from the margins to the core of the economy.  This is only possible is we 
integrate our plans and work as a collective. It is only through our collective actions and pulling of resources in 
the same direction that we will be able to significantly alter the socio-economic conditions of our people.

The Model presents an opportunity for us at this level to pull all budgets from other spheres of government into 
the district.  We should then be able to advance the efforts to localize empowerment so that the money meant for 
the people of Mopani circulate in this district, and impact positively on the lives of our people.

We are currently hosting a team from the Auditor General's office, and we are offering the best support we can to 
that important institution.  We are confident that the outcome of this process will be a reflection of our 
commitment to the people of this district.  At the centre of everything we do is our commitment to ensure that 
together, we continue to advance people's power in every community.

Indeed, it's also important that we congratulate the Matric Class of 2020 as a unique generation that has faced so 
much hardship, but still able to rise against all odds.  We congratulate them, and our view is that their firm resolve 
should serve as an inspiration to the next generations, but of immediate is the Matric Class of 2021

As we approach the Easter Weekend, we wish to wish to appeal that we all continue to work as a collective so 
that we are able to save lives during this period.  We wish to further extend our gratitude to the taxi industry.  They 
have been supportive of our work throughout, and we want to appreciate that.  I take this opportunity to wish the 
people of Mopani a joyous Easter Weekend.  

“Stay Safe: Act responsibly and stay protected always.”
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ommunities of Sekhimini and Ga-
Kuranta are celebrating the consistent Csupply of safer drinking water following 

the completion of the Sand Water Extraction 
Project which was launched by Human 
Settlement, Water and Sanitation Minister 
Lindiwe Sisulu late last year. 
   
A delighted Marcia Sekopana who is 92 years 
old said she never thought she would have 

water in her yard.  “I was spending my 
pension money paying for water 
from those with donkey carts or 
relied on my grandchildren to fetch 
water from the river.  We are very 
happy that government has given us 
water.  We want to thank our 
leaders.”

Selina Masenya who is a member of the water 
committee in the village said the community 
was happy with the daily water supply.  “We 
used to do laundry in the river, and would wake  

Sand water extraction 
project brings relief 
to communities of 
Sekhimini and 
Ga-Kuranta

up in the early hours to go and queue. At times we would spend the whole day there and that 
meant preparing a lunchbox when going for laundry. Before this project, I could only afford to bath 
once a day because of water scarcity.  We are happy that Minister Sisulu thought of us.  We also 
want to appreciate the efforts fromthe Municipality, because the team responds swiftly when there 
are pipe bursts.  

Mokgadi Senanye said water is flowing every day, but there are few households without yard 
connections.   “Honestly, there is plenty of water.  We never thought we would this much water.  
We are no longer crying for water in this village, though we do have few households who do not 
have connections in their yards.  We believe the municipality will assist the households with 
connections.”
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The project was implemented in 
the Molototsi river by Lepelle 
Northern Water, with the 
Minister saying “I am grateful for 
all the cooperation Lepelle 
Northern Water received from 
the two spheres of government 
here in Limpopo.  

“This is a solution for rural areas 
struggling with water.  We are 
looking for any solution that can 
be found to service the needs of 
our people.  Without water there 
is no life,” she said.  

Sisulu condemned people who 
disrupt infrastructure projects 
because of 30% sub-
contracting.  “Most of our 
people who do not have a job 
find it easy to stop a project 
when it starts.  We have to find 
a way of fighting this.  We must 
find a way of educating our 
people and say – anything that 
benefits mankind finally benefits 
everyone.”

She praised the interim board 
chairperson of Lepelle Northern 
Water, Joe Mathebula saying he 
has brought changes to the 
changes.  “Water is part of his 
life.  He was in Robben Island 
and water was part of his life.  
We thank you for bringing water 
to this  community.  We had a 
great deal of problems before 
he came.”

Speaking during the launch last year, Sisulu said that South Africans must embrace innovations to 
find solutions to the water challenges facing the country.  “In a country as dry as ours, innovation is 
absolutely essential.  There is another company here in Limpopo experimenting with extracting 
water from the atmosphere.  So, we can't be resistant to new ideas.

“This is a solution for rural areas struggling 
with water.  We are looking for any solution 
that can be found to service the needs of our 

people.  Without water there is no life,”

MMC Maditshego Sefufi said the Municipality will be responsible for operation and maintenance.   
“As the water service authority, we want to commit to work with all key role players at the level of 
local municipalities to ensure sustainability of this project.  We are also going to need the support of 
community structures in ensuring that the infrastructure is protected against vandalism,” she said.   
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Community of Lephephane 
excited over water reticulation project

The community of Lephephane (longvalley) is excited over the water supply reticulation project 
which is set to benefit 700 households with yard connections.

The project worth over R28 million also includes the rehabilitation work on two reservoirs, 
installation of fire hydrants.  It has created 46 work opportunities created so far, and the end date is 
30 May 2021.  

Ivy Malematja, a mother of three boys said the project has helped her to buy basic necessities for 
the family.  “I started in February, and since then I was able to buy shoes for the kids and also send 
something to my eldest son who is at the Capricorn TVET college.  But what makes me happier is 
the fact that we would have water in our homes upon completion of this project.”

Portia Sekgotlaboroga, also a mother of three kids said she is happy to be working in project that 
will bring water to the community. 

 “I have never had a proper job in my life, so I'm excited to be working on a 
project of this magnitude.” 
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The Executive Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi announced during his Mayoral Imbizo in February that work 
has commenced on the Lephephane RWS reticulation which is to benefit the residents of 
Raselabana village.  “We are recording 10% progress there.  And the work is around pipe laying, 
yard connections with meters, refurbishment of three (3) reservoirs, but electrical works for the 
boreholes and pump station.  At least 30 labourers are benefiting from that project.”  

He also said he is happy with progress made on the rural households sanitation project.  “We are 
making steady progress in our rural household sanitation project, where we are building 8370 VIP 
toilets across the district, at least 1674 in each local municipality. A total of 7535 have benefited as 
labourers from this project.  We are confident of completing the project by May 31. “



8

“To be the food basket of Southern Africa and the tourism destination of choice”
Follow and like us on facebook @Mopani District Municipality

MDM meets with the private sector 
as it moves closer to DDM launch

he Mopani District Municipality hosted a 
consultative session with the private sector at TKaribu Leisure Resort as it mobilizes support for 

the new district development model to be launched on the 
16th of April.

The Executive Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi told the business 
community that the Municipality has done much 
consultation with the other spheres of government, but 
needed the private sector to come on board.  “Our efforts 
to ground the DDM continues with this buying-in from the 
private sector which is very important.

“We have done our internal work as government, and it's 
important that we bring to this space the private sector 
because the socio-economic profiling of the district 
should be constituted also by programmes and projects 
from the private sector for maximum impact across the 
district.”

He said that the private sector had a role to play in 
influencing infrastructure development in the district.  
“This is a platform to influence government spending.  We 
need to pull all budgets from other spheres of government 
into the district.  This gives us an opportunity to advance 
the efforts to localize empowerment so that the money 
meant for the people of Mopani circulate in this district, 
and impact positively on the lives of our people.” 

The Executive Mayor said that the DDM presents an 
opportunity for the establishment of a special economic 
zone on agriculture.  “If our competitive advantage is 
mining and agriculture, and our neighbouring district is 
Vhembe which predominantly agriculture, there is 
nothing stopping us from exploring for a special economic 
zone on agriculture between the two districts.

“Through our joint efforts, we will be able to move the 
informal economy which is led largely by the black 
majority from the periphery to the centre, from the 
margins to the core of the economy.  This is only possible 
is we integrate our plans and work as a collective. It is only 
through our collective actions and pulling of resources in 
the same direction that we will be able to significantly alter 
the socio-economic conditions of our people.” 
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Executive Mayor hails the role of traditional

leaders as he addresses World TB Day event

Executive Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi has hailed the role played by traditional leaders and civil society 
organizations in the fight against TB, saying “We want to express our deep appreciation for the role 
played by our royal leaders in the Cheka Impilo campaign, which is aligned to our National Strategic 
Plan.  The overall goal of the National Strategic Plan is the elimination of HIV, TB and STIs as public 
health threats by the year 2030.” 

The Executive Mayor was addressing the District TB Day event on Tuesday, 30 March at Maphalle 
village.  The event was held under the theme: “The clock is ticking: Let's find, treat and end TB now,” 
which is in line with the World TB Day for this year.  This theme underlines the importance of this social 
compact.  The tagline is: “Unite to end TB in our communities.”

He said that despite the massive progress recorded in the fight against TB over the years, as many as 
1,4 million people in the world still lost their lives to the disease every year.  “We are saying TB is 
preventable and curable. We urge our communities to go to their nearest clinics and get tested for TB 
at no cost, especially when they display these symptoms: coughing for more than 2 weeks, night 
sweats, unexplained weight loss, and fever. The tests are much easier and quick.”

He also said that the fight against TB is important within the context of the ongoing battle against 
Covid-19. People with TB may have weak immune system and may be at risk of getting infected with 
Covid-19. A person who has TB is at risk of suffering more severe symptoms from Covid-19, but the 
risks are even higher for a person who is HIV positive and diabetic. 

“Then we should take treatment as soon as we test positive for TB.  It is also important that we 
continue to practice healthy lifestyle.  We must always wash our hands with soap and water, but also 
cover our mouth when we cough or sneeze.  We should not lose more lives from TB when treatment is 
available.  We also know that TB is curable even if you are HIV positive.  

“But having said, people living with HIV should be screened regularly for TB for we know that TB is 
closely linked to HIV and is the leading cause of illness and death among people living with HIV.  We do 
emphasize though, that TB is curable,” the Executive Mayor said.   

“The clock is ticking: Let's find, treat and end TB now,” 
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Transport MEC and Executive Mayor lead 
programme to disinfect taxi rank in Tzaneen

ransport and Community Safety MEC Mavhungu 
Lerule-Ramakhanya and Executive Mayor Cllr Pule TShayi led a programme of disinfecting the taxi rank 

in the Tzaneen Crossing Mall on Tuesday, 19 January.

They handed over sanitizers and disinfectant sprayers to 
the taxi associations.  “As the department we are 
responding to the challenges that we face.  We have seen 
more people going back to work using public transport and 
we also responding to the calls of the district command 
councils in the province.  All the district command councils 
have indicated that they have identified taxi ranks as 
spreaders of covid-19,” the MEC said.

She also said the department will continue to support the 
taxi industry and regard taxi drivers as frontline workers.  
“taxi drivers must know we regard them as front liners.  
They are at a risk at risk each day when they transport 
people.  They are at risk when they exchange customers

“So, we are also here to remind them to wear their masks 
and clean their taxis.  They must also tell their passengers 
not to eat in the taxis, but to wear their masks until they 
reach their destination.”

Executive Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi who is also the 
chairperson of the district command council said 
supporting the taxi industry is key in minimizing the spread 
of covid-19.  “This is part of our ongoing intervention in the 
battle against the pandemic.  We handed over sprayers 
and sanitizer so that we able to impact positively in 
keeping the entire taxi rank clean, but also ensuring that 
our people are safe.”

Speaking on behalf of Santaco, Schneider Mhlongo who 
is the district training officer said the association has the 
support of government at all levels.  “We want to 
appreciate the support we receive from the municipalities 
and government departments since the start of this 
pandemic.  They have been standing side by side with us.

“There were times when people were saying this is 
Limpopo covid-19 will not survive here.  So, it's important 
to have our leaders reminding us that covid-19 is here.  
But we are also seeing it ourselves having lost people 
closest to us,” he said.  
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Executive Mayor says the church must continue 
to uplift the spirit of those dejected by Covid-19

The Mopani District Municipality Executive Mayor Cllr 
Pule Shayi has called on religious leaders to take a lead 
in uplifting the spirit of those who have lost hope as 
Covid-19 continues to destroy the economy and claim 
lives of people across the globe.
  
Speaking during the district virtual prayer on Monday 08 
February, Shayi said the district prayer is about praying 
for healing of those infected with covid-19, but also for 
strength to the frontline workers and all those who have 
lost loved ones to the virus, saying “we pray also for 
those who have lost hope for we know that hope is what 
will sustain us.”

He said that the pandemic has disrupted lives and has 
added enormous strain on efforts to rebuild the economy 
and create jobs. “The livelihoods of our people is now 
heavily depended on government's social relief 
programmes, which may not be sustainable.  The 
pandemic has pushed our people to the edge of 
hopelessness and despair.”

The Executive Mayor used the opportunity to appeal for 
communities to participate in the vaccination 
programme.  “And we are saying this as leaders at this 
level, that we should all choose to be vaccinated so that 
we are able to protect our loved ones. It is the simplest 
things such as getting vaccinated that will demonstrate 
the love that we have for our communities.” 

He said that the church must never get weary in praying 
against the demon of corruption and malfeasance, 

saying “as we continue to be of service to the people of our district, we also know that the devil is 
always creeping around waiting to pounce and co-opt leaders into his evil deeds, and it is only through 
prayer that we are able resist his persistent attempts.  

“It is only through the Word of God, that we are able to emulate Christ, be selfless and seek 
righteousness at all times.  We say this because we know that corruption and malfeasance robs our 
people of quality service delivery, and we take seriously the role of the church in praying for leaders, 
not only in government but in civil society and in the private sector,” said Shayi. 

The Executive Mayor also thanked churches in their prayers for rain.  “Through your sustained 
prayers, we have seen the unfailing grace of the Almighty God.  The recent rains have brought much 
relief to the district.  Standing here today we are able to confirm that water levels in most of our dams 
have increased significantly over the past few weeks.”   also seeing it ourselves having lost people 
closest to us,” he said.  
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“There are just so many opportunists when 
progress is recorded. They are writing all over 
social media suggesting the MEC is coming to 
Giyani because of them. I have never received 
any love letter myself. I have been working with 
the leaders of this community, interacting with 
His Royal Highness. 

“I have been interacting with the mayor of 
Giyani and the leadership of the district. Those 
are the offices I have been working with. Those 
opportunists are trying their luck. We want to 
place it on record, that the government of the 
ANC is here today to fix the long outstanding 
problem on this road,” Masemola said.  

He also handed over the contractors for the 
D3200 (Mohlabaneng) and the D11 (Ga-
Mamaila) road, saying "The new dawn is in full 
action as pronounced by the president.”

He said the projects will create work 
opportunities for the community, but added that 
the contractors must be given space to work.

MEC Masemola introduces contractors 
for three major roads in the district.

EC Dickson 
Masemola has Mintroduced the 

contractor for the D3840 
road (Giyani to 
Phalaborwa) to the 
community, represented 
by leaders from the royal 
councils. He said the 
delay in the appointment 
was caused by the 
department's decision to 
opt for public tender 
instead of shortlisting 
contractors from the 
panel.
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idela Secondary School in Blinkwanter 
will be upgraded into state-of-the-art Gfacility. MEC Dickson Masemola made 

this announcement as he handed over a 
contractor for the R26 million project.   

“When this R26 million is spent up to 
the last rand, this Gidela School will 
be a centre of excellence. It will be a 

totally new environment. We are 
bringing this huge investment here not 
because we don't know where to spend 

it, but because we want to create 
modern facilities for an African child. 
But the performance of the school must 

also improve.” 

Gidela Secondary School 

REVAMPED
in Blinkwater to be  

He was joined by MEC Polly Boshielo, MDM 
Speaker Cllr Wireless Sedibeng, Greater Giyani 
Municipality Mayor Cllr Basani Shibambu and Cllr 
Thandi Zitha, the chairperson of infrastructure 
portfolio committee in Mopani.
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he Chairperson of SALGA in 
Limpopo Cllr Pule Shayi has Ttoday handed over two industrial 

sewing machines to the Khomanani 
Special School in Lulekani – this as he 
concluded the outreach programme to 
the five districts where he has been 
handing over these machines to schools 
with special needs. 

The outreach programme is a 
partnership between SALGA and the 
U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  D e v e l o p m e n t  
Programme (UNDP) in response to the 
challenges posed by the Covid-19 
pandemic. As part of this programme,

SALGA chairperson hands over industrial sewing 
machines to Khomanani Special School

SALGA has also handed over vouchers worth over three thousand rand to 170 women informal traders 
(SMMEs) in the province for them to buy sewing material. 

“These industrial machines should be able to integrate the nature of skills they have at this level, but 
also improve their capacity to massify the quantities of the material they should be producing. Working 
with the LED unit in our municipality, we should be able to link them with the market out there for 
opportunities. We hold a view that this intervention will go a long in helping our SMMEs. The 
chairperson was joined by the Mayor of Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality, Cllr Merriam Malatji.
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Executive Mayor hands 
o v e r  l a p t o p s  t o 
senior traditional leaders

he Mopani District Municipality has an 
obligation to support the institution of Ttraditional leadership in order to fast-track 

development in communities, the Executive 
Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi said this as he handed over 
laptops to 31 senior traditional leaders at the 
Disaster Management Centre .

He said that “we believe this small effort will go a 
long way to assist their work.” He went further to 
appeal to traditional leaders to continue 
mobilizing communities in the fight against Covid-
19.” The Municipality will facilitate a computer 
literacy training for traditional leaders.  

In response, Hosi N'wamitwa who is the chairperson of the Local House of Traditional Leaders said it 
was a special day.  “We are blessed as the Local House of Traditional Leaders in this district hence we 
have people coming from as far as the Eastern Cape to learn from us.  We are grateful to the Executive 
Mayor for his foresight.  He is always available for us.”
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Executive Mayor calls on communities 
to close ranks and safeguard schools

xecutive Mayor Cllr Pule Shayi has 
expressed his satisfaction with the level Eof Covid-19 compliance at the schools 

visited in Maruleng Municipality as part of the 
District's back to school campaign programme. 

He however expressed his concern at the 
number of burglaries in schools across the 
district.  At least four of the six schools visited so 
far have reported burglaries. 'We are worried 
that a number of schools have been targeted by 
criminals, and important tools such as laptops 
which are supposed to enhance learning and 
teaching are stolen.  Laptops are very key in 
assisting our children especially in the context 
of the fourth industrial revolution. We are calling 
on our communities to close ranks and 
safeguard our schools." 

The Executive Mayor, who was accompanied 
by the Speaker of MDM Cllr Wireless Sedibeng, 
and the Department of Education's Mopani 
West District Manager urged the leadership at 
Mosibudi High School, Lorraine Banareng 
Primary School and Ramatau High School to 
continue observing Covid-19 protocols "We 
cannot lower our guards now. The Covid-19 
health protocols have to be respected. 

He also said that the District Command Council 
is coordinating efforts to ensure that roads 
damaged by the recent rains are maintained.  
“Through the District Command Council, we 
have implored local municipalities, working with 
the Department of Public Works, Roads and 
Infrastructure to work faster in maintaining 
roads, prioritising the road networks that 
connect our communities with key institutions 
such as schools.”

He said that the delayed reopening of schools meant that educators and learners needed to work extra 
hard to achieve good results at the end of the academic year.  “We are here just to say that you are not 
alone on this journey.” 
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opani District Municipality's Executive 
M a y o r  C l l r  P u l e  S h a y i  h a s  Mcongratulated the Matric Class of 2020 

following the announcement of the National 
Senior Certificate results.

Shayi has described the Matric Class of 2020 as 
a unique generation that has faced so much 
hardship, but still able to rise against all odds.  
“We congratulate them, and our view is that their 
firm resolve should serve as an inspiration to the 
next generations, but of immediate is the Matric 
Class of 2021.”

The Executive Mayor congratulated the Mopani 
West District for their achievement as the most 
improved district in the province.  “The district 
has been improving since 2018, moving from 
64,4%, then 68% in 2019 and 68.4% in 2020.  
We also wish to congratulate Mashooro 
Secondary in the Mawa Circuit for their 
recognition as the most improved public school 
in the province,” he said. 

He went on to congratulate the Man'ombe, 
Tzaneen, and Nkowankowa Circuits for making 
it to the top ten bracket in the province in terms of 
bachelor passes.  Man'ombe Circuit in Mopani 
East which has recorded 352 bachelor passes, 
the Tzaneen Circuit with 343 and the 
Nkowankowa Circuit with 336, both in Mopani 
West.

The Executive Mayor also congratulated 
Merensky High School for their recognition in 
the Agricultural Science category.  “We are 
encouraged that as a District that strive towards 
being the food basket of Southern Africa, at least 
the number one school in the province in terms 
of Agricultural focused schools is from Mopani – 
Merensky High School in Mopani West.  We 
congratulate the teacher there, Last Nadia.” 

Executive Mayor congratulates
the Matric Class of 2020

“We congratulate Iszabella Le Roux from 
Merensky High School for being the top student 
from a public school in the Hospitality Studies, 
having score 286 marks.  We acknowledge the 
achievement of Lihani Vorster from Hoerskool 
Ben Vorster who is a top student in the Tourism 
studies with 289 marks. The two subjects have 
the potential to contribute to the priority 
economic sectors in the Province, but most 
importantly also in our district,” he added.  
 
He said the Municipality has budget R2,4 million 
to assist learners as they make transition to 
institutions of higher learning.  “The advert is 
now out as we invite applications, and the closing 
date is 12 March 2021.  Our emphatic message 
to young people of this district is that you will 
never walk alone.”
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“To be the food basket of Southern Africa and the tourism destination of choice”
Follow and like us on facebook @Mopani District Municipality
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“To be the food basket of Southern Africa and the tourism destination of choice”
Follow and like us on facebook @Mopani District Municipality

Mopani District

 Municipality

Water Saving Tips 
LET US ALL REDUCE
 
OUR WATER CONSUMPTION 

Please use water sparingly 
 WATER IS LIFE -  SANITATION IS DIGNITY

REDUCE WATER CONSUMPTION

Taking a five-minute shower a day, 
instead of a bath, will save up to 

400 litres a week. 



Greater Letaba Municipality

Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality

Maruleng Local Municipality

Provide Services to the people and co-ordinate 
activities of other service providers resulting 
in the enhancement of sustainable social, 
physical and economic well being for all

Mopani District Municipality

Giyani Main Road, Government Buildings
Mopani District 

Limpopo Province, South Africa

To be the food basket of Southern Africa
and the tourism destination of choice 

“To be the food basket of Southern Africa and the tourism destination of choice”

Follow and like us on facebook @Mopani District Municipality
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